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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 08 June 
2007 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12 June 2007 has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1 and 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mullane (US 510,358). 

A safety belt web adjuster (A,C) comprises a first horizontal member (a'), a 
second horizontal member (a), a first vertical member (b), a second vertical member (b), 
a first ear (b2), a second ear (b2) and a third horizontal member (c). The first horizontal 
member has first and second ends (Figs. 1, 2 and 4-6). The second horizontal member 
has third and fourth ends (Figs. 1 , 2 and 4-6). The first vertical member has a top 
surface and a bottom surface extending between the first and third ends (Figs. 1 , 2 and 
4-6). The second vertical member has a top surface and bottom surface extending 
between the second and fourth ends (Figs. 1 , 2 and 4-6). The first ear extends away 
from the junction between the second horizontal member and first vertical member 
(Figs. 1 , 2 and 4-6). The second ear extends away from the junction between the 
second horizontal member and the second vertical member (Figs. 1, 2 and 4-6). The 
third horizontal member has a first substantially c-shaped end (between c and c') and a 
second substantially c-shaped end (between c and c'). The third horizontal member 
has no teeth or knurling (Figs. 1 , 2 and 4-6). The first substantially c-shaped end 
engages the first vertical member around the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1, 2 and 4- 
6). The second substantially c-shaped end engages the second vertical member 
around the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1, 2 and 4-6). The third horizontal member is 
free to slide between the first and second horizontal members (Figs. 1 , 2 and 4-6). The 
first ear and the second ear prevent the third horizontal member from sliding past the 
second horizontal member (Figs. 1, 2 and 4-6). The third horizontal member can slide 
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over the first horizontal member while engaging the first and second vertical 
members(Figs. 1, 2 and 4-6). 

Tension on the safety belt generates a clamping force between the third 
horizontal member and the second horizontal member that substantially prevents 
movement of the web adjuster on the safety belt unless the clamping force is reduced 
by rotating the web adjuster at least 45 degrees from an upper/lower plane orientation 
(Figs. 1, 2 and 4-6). 

The position of the web adjuster on the safety belt can be adjusted only if the 
clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 90 degrees from the 
upper/lower plane orientation (Figs. 1, 2 and 4-6). 

The web adjuster is relatively flat (Figs. 1 , 2 and 4-6). 

The first and second horizontal members are coplanar and the third horizontal 
member is not coplanar with the first or second horizontal members (Figs. 1, 2 and 4-6). 

The first and second substantially c-shaped ends of the third horizontal member 
are configured to permit the third horizontal member to move in a direction perpendicular 
to the plane of the first and second horizontal members (Figs. 1 , 2 and 4-6). 
5. Claims 2, 3, 18, 20, 21, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by White (US 2,878,540). 

A safety belt apparatus (20,21,38,42,43) comprises a web adjuster (20,21), a first 
web (38) and a second web (42,43). The web adjuster comprises a first horizontal 
member (25), a second horizontal member (24), a first vertical member (22), a second 
vertical member (23) and a third horizontal member (28). The first horizontal member 
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has first and second ends (Figs. 1-14). The second horizontal member has third and 
forth ends (Figs. 1-14). The first vertical member has a top surface and a bottom 
surface extending between the first and third ends (Figs. 1-14). The second vertical 
member has a top surface and bottom surface extending between the second and 
fourth ends (Figs. 1-14). The third horizontal member has a first substantially c-shaped 
end (29) and a second substantially c-shaped end (30) (Figs. 1-14). The substantially 
c-shaped end engages the first vertical member around both the top and bottom 
surfaces (Figs. 1-14). The second substantially c-shaped end engages the second 
vertical member around both the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-14). The third 
horizontal member is free to slide between the first and second horizontal members 
(Figs. 1-14). The first web affixed to the first horizontal member and the second web 
looped around the third horizontal member (Figs. 1-6 and 12). Tension on the second 
web generates a clamping force between the third horizontal member and the second 
horizontal member that substantially prevents loosening the web adjuster relative to the 
second web unless the clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 
45 degrees from an upper/lower plane orientation (7-13). 

The clamping force between the third horizontal member and the second 
horizontal member substantially prevents loosening the web adjuster relative to the 
second web unless the clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 
90 degrees from the upper/lower plane orientation (Figs. 7-13). 
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The first and second substantially c-shaped ends of the third horizontal member 
are configured to permit the third horizontal member to move in a direction 
perpendicular to the plane of the first and second horizontal members (Figs. 1-14). 

A web adjuster (20,21) comprises a first horizontal member (25), a second 
horizontal member (24), a first vertical member (22), a second vertical member (23) and 
a third horizontal member (28). The first horizontal member has first and second ends 
(Figs. 1-14). The second horizontal member has third and forth ends (Figs. 1-14). The 
first vertical member has a top surface and a bottom surface extending between the first 
and third ends (Figs. 1-14). The second vertical member has a top surface and bottom 
surface extending between the second and fourth ends (Figs. 1-14). The third 
horizontal member has a first substantially c-shaped end (29) and a second 
substantially c-shaped end (30) (Figs. 1-14). The substantially c-shaped end engages 
the first vertical member around both the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-14). The 
second substantially c-shaped end engages the second vertical member around both 
the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-14). The third horizontal member is free to slide 
between the first and second horizontal members (Figs. 1-14). The third horizontal 
member is not coplanar with the first and second horizontal members (Figs. 7-13). 
Tension on the web generates a clamping force on the web between the third horizontal 
member and the second horizontal member that prevents movement of the web 
adjuster in the direction that reduces tension on the web unless the clamping force is 
reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 45 degrees from an orientation of the web 
at the location of the web adjuster (Figs. 7-13). 
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Movement of the web adjuster in the direction that reduces tension on the web 
can be made only if the clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 
90 degrees from the orientation of the web (Figs. 1-14). 

The web adjuster is relatively flat (Figs. 1-14) 

The first and second substantially c-shaped ends of the third horizontal member 
are configured to permit the third horizontal member to move in a direction 
perpendicular to the plane of the first and second horizontal members (Figs. 1-14). 
6. Claims 2-10 and 16-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Minolla et al. (US 4,069,554). 

A safety belt apparatus (1 ,3,4, 1 1 ) comprises a web adjuster (1 , 1 1 ), a first web (3) 
and a second web (4). The web adjuster comprises a first horizontal member (7), a 
second horizontal member (having 16), a first vertical member (extending between 7 
and 16), a second vertical member (extending between 7 and 16) and a third horizontal 
member (11). The first horizontal member has first and second ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). 
The second horizontal member has third and forth ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The first 
vertical member has a top surface and a bottom surface extending between the first and 
third ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The second vertical member has a top surface and bottom 
surface extending between the second and fourth ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The third 
horizontal member has a first substantially c-shaped end (29) and a second 
substantially c-shaped end (30) (Figs. 1-14). The substantially c-shaped end engages 
the first vertical member around both the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-14). The 
second substantially c-shaped end engages the second vertical member around both 
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the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-14). The third horizontal member is free to slide 
between the first and second horizontal members (Figs. 1-14). The first web is affixed 
to the first horizontal member and the second web looped around the third horizontal 
member (Figs. 1-3). Tension on the second web generates a clamping force between 
the third horizontal member and the second horizontal member that substantially 
prevents loosening the web adjuster relative to the second web unless the clamping 
force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 45 degrees from an upper/lower 
plane orientation (C. 5, L. 46-50 and Figs. 1-3). 

The clamping force between the third horizontal member and the second 
horizontal member substantially prevents loosening the web adjuster relative to the 
second web unless the clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 
90 degrees from the upper/lower plane orientation (C. 5, L 46-50 and Figs. 1-3). 

The second horizontal member is configured (by 16) to prevent the third 
horizontal member from sliding past the second horizontal member (Figs. 2 and 3) 

One end of the second strap is coupled to a chassis of a racing vehicle (C. 1, L 

6-14). 

The first and second horizontal members and the first and second vertical 
members define an opening in the web adjuster (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The third horizontal 
member does not enter in the web adjuster (Fig. 3). 

A safety belt apparatus (1,3,4,11) comprises a web adjuster (1,11), a first strap 
(3) and a second strap (4). The web adjuster comprises a ). The web adjuster 
comprises a first horizontal member (7), a second horizontal member (opposite to 7), a 
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first vertical member (perpendicular to 7), a second vertical member (perpendicular to 7) 
and a third horizontal member (11). The first horizontal member has first and second 
ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The second horizontal member has third and forth ends (Figs. 
1-3 and 7). The first vertical member has a top surface and a bottom surface extending 
between the first and third ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The second vertical member has a 
top surface and bottom surface extending between the second and fourth ends (Figs. 1- 
3 and 7). The third horizontal member has a first substantially c-shaped end (29) and a 
second substantially c-shaped end (30). The first substantially c-shaped end engages 
the first vertical member around both the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-13). The 
second substantially c-shaped end engages the second vertical member around both 
the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-13). The third horizontal member is free to slide 
between the first and second horizontal member (Figs. 1-3). The configuration (16) of 
the second horizontal member prevents the third horizontal member from sliding past 
the second horizontal member (Figs. 1-3). The first horizontal member fits through the 
first and second substantially c-shaped ends of the third horizontal member (Figs. 1-3). 
The first strap is affixed to enclose around the first horizontal member (Figs. 1-3). The 
second strap is girded around the third horizontal member (Figs. 1-3). 

The third horizontal member has a substantially rectangular cross section that is 
substantially uniform between the first and second substantially c-shaped ends (Figs. 1- 
6 and 10-13). 

The web adjuster is substantially flat (Figs. 1-3). 
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The first and second vertical members and the first and second horizontal 
members are coplanar and the third horizontal member is not coplanar with the first and 
second vertical members and the first and second horizontal members (Fig. 3). 

Tension on the second strap generates a clamping force on the second strap 
between the third horizontal member and the second horizontal member that 
substantially restrains the web adjuster in position relative to the second strap unless 
the clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 45 degrees from a 
relative upper/lower plane orientation (C. 5, L. 46-50 and Figs. 1-3). 

The adjuster is restrained in position relative to the second strap unless the 
clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 90 degrees from the 
relative upper/lower plane orientation (C. 5, L. 46-50 and Figs. 1-3). 

One end of the second strap is coupled to a chassis of a racing vehicle (C. 1 , L. 

6-14). 

A web adjuster (1,11) a first horizontal member (7), a second horizontal member 
(opposite to 7), a first vertical member (perpendicular to 7), a second vertical member 
(perpendicular to 7) and a third horizontal member (11). The first horizontal member 
has first and second ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The second horizontal member has third 
and forth ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The first vertical member has a top surface and a 
bottom surface extending between the first and third ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The 
second vertical member has a top surface and bottom surface extending between the 
second and fourth ends (Figs. 1-3 and 7). The third horizontal member has a first 
substantially c-shaped end (29) and a second substantially c-shaped end (30). The first 
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substantially c-shaped end engages the first vertical member around both the top and 
bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-13). The second substantially c-shaped end engages the 
second vertical member around both the top and bottom surfaces (Figs. 1-13). The 
third horizontal member is free to slide between the first and second horizontal member 
(Figs. 1-3). The third horizontal member is not coplanar with the first and second 
horizontal members (Fig. 3). Tension on the web generates a clamping force on the 
web between the third horizontal member and the second horizontal member that 
prevents movement of the web adjuster in the direction that reduces tension on the web 
unless the clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 45 degrees 
from an orientation of the web at the location of the web adjuster (C. 5, L. 46-50 and 
Figs. 1-3). 

Movement of the web adjuster in the direction that reduces tension on the web 
can be made only if the clamping force is reduced by rotating the web adjuster at least 
90 degrees from the orientation of the web (C. 5, L. 46-50 and Figs. 1-3). 

The third horizontal member cannot slide past the second horizontal member 
(due to member 16 shown in Fig. 3). The third horizontal member can slide over the 
first horizontal member (Fig. 3). 

The web adjuster is substantially flat (Figs. 1-3). 

The first and second substantially c-shaped ends of the third horizontal member 
are configured to permit the third horizontal member to move in a direction 
perpendicular to the plane of the first and second horizontal members (Figs. 1-3). 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hartshorn (US 62,485), Muller (US D1 5,788), Domkee (US 1,894,856), Elwell 
(US 2,497,401), Finken et al. (US 2,919,481), Burford et al. (US 3,226,786), Gaylord 
(US 3,293,713), Wright (US 3,375,558), Farlind (US 3,975,800), Muller (US 4,392,277), 
Sunesson (US 4,398,321), Bost (US 4,445,709), Mader et al. (US 4,848,794), 
Kitokovsky (US 4,878,271), Kotitovsky et al. (US 4,878,272), Kasai (US 4,903,378), 
Prentkowski (US 4,962,572), Kasai (US 5,033,171), Kawamura (US 5,309,606) and 
Chang 5,600,875) are cited to show state of the art with respect to buckles having a 
sliding member and some of the features being claimed by the current application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth C Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7070. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 07:15 - 15:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. 



Application/Control Number: 10/648,058 Page 13 

Art Unit: 3677 

Submissions of your responses by facsimile transmission are encouraged. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (571) 273-8300. Recognizing the fact that reducing cycle time in the processing and 
examination of patent applications will effectively increase the patent's term, it is to your 
benefit to submit responses by facsimile transmission whenever permissible. Such 
submission will place the response directly in our examining group's hands and will 
eliminate Post Office processing and delivery time as well as PTO's mailroom 
processing and delivery time. For a complete list of correspondence not permitted by 
facsimile transmission, see MPEP § 502.01. In general, most responses and/or 
amendments not requiring a fee, as well as those requiring a fee but charging such fee 
to a deposit account, can be submitted by facsimile transmission. Responses requiring 
a fee that the applicant is paying by check should not be submitted by facsimile 
transmission separately from the check. 

Responses submitted by facsimile transmission should include a Certificate of 
Transmission (MPEP § 512). The following is an example of the format the certification 
might take: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to 
the Patent and Trademark Office (Fax No. (571) 273-8300) on (Date) . 
(Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate) 
(Signature) 

If your response is submitted by facsimile transmission, you are hereby reminded 
that the original should be retained as evidence of authenticity (37 CFR 1 .4 and MPEP 
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§ 502.02). Please do not separately mail the original or another copy unless required 
by the Patent and Trademark Office. Submission of the original response or a follow-up 
copy of the response has been transmitted by facsimile will cause further unnecessary 
delays in the processing of your application, duplicate responses where fees are 
charged to a deposit account may result in those fees being charged twice. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6640. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ruth C. Rodriguez 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 

/James R. Brittain/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 

rcr 

June 24, 2007 



